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 Discoaster virginianus (Self-Trail, 2014) emend. de Kaenel & Bergen in de Kaenel et 
al. (2017) 

 
Pl. 5, figs 1–4 

 
1993 Catinaster sp., Aubry, p. 364, pl. 3, figs. 13–15 2014 Catinaster virginianus Self-Trail (pro 

parte), p. 53, pl. 2, fig. 1; non pl. 1, figs. 1–12; pl. 2, figs. 2a–b 
 
Emended diagnosis: A small to medium-sized Discoaster species with delicate long, pointed 

rays. On the distal side, a thick stellate stem extends to the periphery of the central area 
between the rays. A proximal knob is present. 

Remarks: The holotype of C. virginianus is re-illustrated on Plate 5 (fig. 1). This specimen has 
thin, pointed rays and a stellate stem that extends to the central area periphery. The 
species is transferred to the genus Discoaster. The holotype takes precedence over the 
diagnosis and description; it is considered a different species than all other specimens 
illustrated by Self Trail (2014), which represent three species described herein. The 
slender rays are not to be confused with spines. Discoaster virginianus has been referred 
to as “D. musicus (pointed)” and later as “D. gamberi” in the BP GoM lexicon. These 
two taxa were not differentiated within BP GoM well analyses until recently. It is 
differentiated from D. gamberi herein by having longer rays. 

Occurrence: Discoaster virginianus ranges from upper Zone NN5 (926A-29H-5, 125–127cm) to 
upper Zone NN6 (Sample 926A-26H-6, 125–127cm) in the Leg 154 research, dated from 
13.637Ma (error 0.011Ma) to 12.021Ma (error 0.018Ma). Discoaster virginianus (D. 
musicus “pointed”) ranges from upper Zone NN4 to middle Zone NN6, as established 
in four deep-water GoM wells and includes the concept of another species with 
pointed ray terminations (D. gamberi). The range of Zone NN5 to Zone NN8 for D. 
virginianus given by Self-Trail (2014) is not applicable to our restricted and emended 
concept of the species. 
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